New colleges of osteopathic medicine: steps in achieving accreditation.
The authors outline the process that an educational institution undergoes to obtain accreditation status from the American Osteopathic Association's Commission on Osteopathic College Accreditation (COCA), the body responsible for accrediting the nation's osteopathic medical schools. Progress toward accreditation status is described for the six newest colleges of osteopathic medicine (COMs). In addition, the authors describe how the expansion of a COM's approved class size-whether as a result of planned growth or methodologic changes in educational programming-is considered by US federal administrative regulations a "substantive change" to the institution's mission and programs. Such changes require the review and approval of COCA. Class-size increases for the past decade are detailed.